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Participant Information Sheet
Title of the Study: 
Names of Researchers/Investigators:
 Name of Organization : 
Name of Sponsor (Grant agency): 
Name of Project and Version:
Informed Consent Form has two parts:  
1. Information Sheet (to share information about the study with you) 
2. Certificate of Consent (for signatures if you agree to participate) 
The participant information sheet should contain the following headings:
1. Introduction: Briefly state who you are and explain that you are inviting them to participate in research which you are doing. Inform them that they may talk to anyone they feel comfortable about the research and that they can take time to reflect on whether they want to participate or not. Assure them that if they do not understand some of the words or concepts, they may ask questions now or later .
2. Purpose: Explain in simple lay terms why the research is being done and what is expected from the results. Explain why you need to conduct the research. 
3. Type of research intervention: Briefly state the intervention. 
4. Selection of Participants: State clearly why you have chosen them to participate in this study. 
5. Voluntary Participation: Indicate clearly that they can choose to participate or not and reassure they will still receive all the services they usually do if they choose not to participate..  It is important to state clearly at the beginning of the form that participation is voluntary so that the other information can be heard in this context. Participants may also be more alert at the beginning. 
6. Procedure: Explain what each of the steps or procedures involve. Indicate when the research will take place and where. If there are surveys, indicate where and how the surveys will be collected and distributed. 
7. Duration:  Include a statement about the time commitments of the study for them. Include both the duration of the study and follow-up.
8. Explain: Any risks or discomforts including any limits to confidentiality. 
9. Benefits:  Describe any benefits to them, to the community, or any benefits which are expected in the future as a result of the research. 
10. Reimbursements: State clearly what you will provide the participants with as a result of their participation. You will not be entitled to any compensation beyond reimbursements for expenses incurred as a result of participation in research. The expenses may include, for example, travel expenses and reimbursement for time lost..
11.  Confidentiality: Explain how the research team will maintain the confidentiality of data, especially with respect to the information about the participant. Outline any limits there are to confidentiality. Note that with focus groups confidentiality cannot be guaranteed because what is said within the group becomes common knowledge. Participants can be asked not to share outside of the group but this does not guarantee confidentiality.
12. Sharing of research findings:  Include a statement indicating that the research findings will be shared in a timely fashion but that confidential information will remain confidential. If you have a plan and timeline for the sharing of information, include the details. 
13.  Right to refuse or withdraw:  Explain again the voluntary nature of consent.
14.  Contact number and address of the researcher(s):
15. Mention –This research project is reviewed and approved by Shridevi Medical College Ethics Committee. This is a committee whose task it is to make sure that research participants are protected from harm. 
16. Contact details of ethics committee:
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